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NATURAL GAS — SHALE AND TIGHT GAS SOURCES — REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.06 pm]: It is with great pleasure 
that I stand today to introduce and table the recently completed “Guide to the Regulatory Framework for Shale 
and Tight Gas in Western Australia: A Whole-of-Government Approach 2015 Edition”. This whole-of-
government document is signed by the directors general of all the relevant regulatory agencies involved in 
regulating and overseeing the onshore gas industry. The guide is designed to clearly explain the regulatory 
framework in place for the onshore gas industry, and to give comfort to the community that the development of 
this industry is overseen by a variety of agencies to ensure that every aspect is undertaken in a responsible 
manner. 

For more than a hundred years, the development of Western Australia’s natural resources has underpinned the 
state’s economy and the livelihoods of many of its citizens. The Western Australian government agencies that 
regulate the development of the state’s natural resources are united by a common and overarching responsibility 
to protect the natural environment, human health, and the amenity of communities. The guide provides an 
account of the state’s assessment and regulatory processes for shale and tight gas projects and clarity regarding 
the state’s requirements on the industry and the legislation and regulations through which those requirements are 
enforced. 

WA’s shale and tight gas resources represent a significant economic opportunity for the state and offer benefits 
to communities through jobs and economic development of the regions. Furthermore, the scale of these resources 
could have a transformative impact on the state’s energy strategy and energy security into the future. 
International leading practice regulation of the state’s emerging shale and tight gas industry is consistent with the 
Liberal–National government’s goal of “responsible resource development for the benefit of all 
Western Australians”. I hereby table a copy of the “Guide to the Regulatory Framework for Shale and Tight Gas 
in Western Australia” and encourage all members to review it. I hope that this guide gives members and the 
broader community confidence in the state government’s ability to support and effectively regulate this emerging 
industry. 
[See paper 3541.] 
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